United Community Services
of Johnson County
Homelessness in Johnson County, 2019

One hundred and eighty-nine persons were identified in Johnson County’s 2019 point-in-time (PIT) count of
homelessness — an increase in overall numbers for a second year. The number of unsheltered individuals remained
essentially the same — but the number of households in emergency shelter doubled. Understanding who is experiencing
homelessness and their permanent housing needs is critical in Johnson County’s work to end homelessness in 2019 and
beyond.

The term “homelessness” invokes a variety of images and experiences. The experience of homelessness results in
significant barriers and challenges for adults and children, both now and in the future. Johnson County’s Continuum of
Care on Homelessness is a collaboration of public and private service providers committed to quickly and effectively
responding to housing crises to either prevent or end homelessness among local residents.

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 2019 Point-In-Time Count
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The median age of a person experiencing homelessness in
Johnson County’s 2019 count was 32 years, continuing a
trend of fewer children and older adults in the annual count.
Forty-two percent or two in five persons identified as
homeless in the 2019 point-in-time count were in households
with children under 18 years of age. No unaccompanied youth
or children under 18 were counted as unsheltered.
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Johnson County Trends in Homelessness:

=2019’s PIT count is the second year in a row that numbers of persons identified as experiencing homelessness
increased. While overall numbers decreased from 2011 to 2017, the 2018 count of 168 reflected a one-year increase of
30% and 2019’s count was a 13% increase over 2018. =The proportion of households experiencing homelessness who
had no children is growing and the size of households with children is shrinking. = Consistent with national trends, the
median age of persons experiencing homelessness in Johnson County is rising. =An increasing number of households
are experiencing longer periods of homelessness. Thirty-two persons met the criteria for chronic homeless in 2019 — up
from 14 in 2018 - having both been literally homeless 12 months or more in the past three years and having a significant
disability that impacted their ability to maintain stable housing and employment.
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Homelessness among School Age Children and Youth:
The Department of Education uses a broader definition of homelessness than the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD). But like HUD, school districts are also required to count and report the number of children and
youth in their district that were identified as homeless each school year. The Department of Education’s definition
differs in that it also includes those students who are temporarily “doubled up” with family and friends in addition to
those in shelter or on the streets.

The number reported by school districts is

Total number of McKinney Vento students in 6 not a count of one night — but reflects the
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2018-19 school year numbers are not available until Fall 2019 from the KS
Department of Education

All data was prepared by UCS based on annual Point in Time Counts, 2011-2019; Kansas Department of Education; and reports from the six Johnson
County School Districts” homeless liaisons. March 27, 2019



