
2026 PUBLIC POLICY PLATFORM  
United Community Services of Johnson County (UCS) 

believes in the importance of supporting policies, 
programs, and services that invest in the health and well-

being of our community and provide people the 
opportunity to achieve their full potential. UCS urges 

legislators to Build Thriving, Sustainable Communities by 
investment in Kansans and health equity through 

workforce supports like housing and health insurance. 
  
UCS supports health equity for all Kansans through public 
policy advocacy, recognizing that everyone should have a 

fair and just opportunity to be healthy. Institutional 
racism is taking a toll on our communities of color. Health 
equity requires intentionally addressing health disparities 
such as poverty, discrimination, and their consequences. 
This also requires us to remove institutional obstacles to 

health, like disparities in access to housing, education, 
voting, employment, and health services.  

 

UCS provides data analysis, leads collaborative planning, 
and mobilizes resources to enhance the availability and 

delivery of health and human services. 
 

Economic Stability and Civic Engagement 
 

Advance wage, housing, employment, taxation, health, and 
business growth policies that support citizens’ ability to 
improve economic stability, achieve self-sufficiency, and 
address wealth disparities resulting from policy inequity. 
 

Support Job Benefits & Minimum Wage Increase:  

 
 

Protect State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC): 

 

Update Income Eligibility and Benefits for Entitlements: 

Increase Funding for Childcare Assistance: 

Review Sanctions that Act as Barriers to Ending 
Homelessness and Maintaining Employment, Civic 
Engagement, and Economic Stability: 

Transportation 

Invest in Public Transportation: 

 

Housing 

Support Safe, Stable, Attainable Housing: 

Healthcare Accesss 

Well-Being & Self-Sufficiency 
Increase TANF Support of Core Activities that Help        
Prepare Recipients for Work: The maximum monthly benefit 
for a family of four living in Johnson County is $497 per 
month, or $5,964 per year. A family would need five times 
this amount to be above the federal poverty level. 
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KANSAS LEGISLATIVE PRIORITY POSITIONS 
Prioritize Workforce Development & Families through: 



Support Internet Solutions for Low Income Households: 

 

Youth Supports 
Improve Child Well-Being & Outcomes for Youth Aging 
Out of Foster Care: 

 

Safe, Stable, Attainable Housing 

 

 

Restore Health Care Access and Supports: 

 

Increase Federal Allocations to TANF: B

 

Support Fair & Balanced Immigration Policies:   
Restore access to supports and services that enable 
immigrant, asylee, and refugee families to become self-
sufficient is vital to ensure an able and ready workforce, 
stable families, and healthy children prepared to learn and  
thrive. 
 

Fully Fund the Early Childhood Education Act & the  
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA): 

 

Create Permanent Childcare Support Solutions & Fund 
Child Tax Credit: 

 

 

LOCAL PUBLIC POLICY PRIORITY POSITIONS 

STANDING POSITIONS 

2025 UCS BOARD 
Erik Erazo, President 
Dr. Putul Allen, MD 
Hon. Jenifer Ashford 
Rev. Cheryl Jefferson Bell 
Molly Haase 
Robin Rollins Harrold 
Julie Karins, non-voting 
Patty Markley 
Dr. L. Michael McCloud 

Rogeana Patterson-King 
Nolan Sunderman 
David E. Waters 
Vicki Webster 
Vanessa Vaughn West 
Dave White 
Michael Wilson 
Jeff Short, non-voting 
 

FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITY POSITIONS 
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KS LEGISLATIVE PRIORITY POSITIONS CONT. FEDERAL PRIORITY POSITIONS CONT. 


