February 17th: KHAN Housing – On the Floor
February 17th is scheduled as a day where the entire House and entire Senate will be debating and voting on bills on the floor. Committees will not meet. Legislators will be on the 3rd floor that day; the House Chamber is on 3rd floor West and the Senate Chamber on 3rd floor East. You can watch the floor debate from the public viewing area. It’s possible legislators will be debating bills on housing.
Legislators do not know their schedule in advance on floor days. But the House and Senate will take breaks in floor debate and legislators commonly pop in and out to take quick meetings or deal with other business.
So, how do you advocate without a clear schedule?   
· Be strategic. Sign up for up to 2 legislators per person on your team.
· Reach out in advance to let your legislator know you will be at the Capitol and available to meet at their convenience. Share your cellphone number and ask for theirs to connect during a break; offer to let them “refuel” with breakfast or lunch.
· Prepare your 5-minute elevator speech: quick story and identify related bill number(s).
· On February 17th, email and text your legislator know that you are at the Capitol and want to connect. Get a cellphone number and have them drop by your table to “refuel” for breakfast or lunch.
· If your legislator isn’t responsive, watch for them in the House/Senate Chamber and introduce yourself when they leave the Chamber. This is a common practice at the Capitol - you’ll see other folks waiting around for the same reason. 
· Drop by their office and leave a KHAN folder with a handwritten note.
· Send a follow up email.
  
Connecting with your legislator on a floor day:
Sample Outreach for Connecting on a floor day:  
Call:
Hi, this is _(name)_ with ___(organization)__. Our organization will be coming in from out of town to the Capitol on Feb. 17; our focus is housing: housing quality, housing insecurity and homelessness. We know that’s a floor day but would love to connect for a few minutes. We’ll be in the Rotunda and have breakfast and lunch available if you want to refuel. When might be good for us to connect?  
Email:
Dear Senator/Representative,
My name is ____ and I live/work in your district.  My cell phone number/direct line is:
We’ll be in town on February 17th and would like to connect on housing quality, housing security and homelessness. We know that’s an important topic this session and want to share our experience related to current legislation being considered. 
February 17th is a floor day, so I know your schedule will be fluid. We’ll be available at the Rotunda and have breakfast and lunch if you want to connect and refuel at the same time. Or, we can meet you during a break – we look forward to watching floor debate. My cell is: ___________  

