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Sub for HB 2357 represents a significant victory for 

housing advocacy in Kansas, establishing the first 

statewide mechanism for sealing eviction records.

● Primary Intent: To remove the "scarlet letter" of 

past evictions that prevent families from 

securing safe housing.

● Effective Date: Enrolled and signed by the 

Governor in April 2026. Goes into effect July 1, 

2026.

● Coverage: Evictions under the Kansas 

Residential Landlord and Tenant Act (KRLTA), 

K.S.A. 58-2540 through K.S.A. 58-2573.

Sub for HB 2357: Legal Framework
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https://www.kslegislature.gov/b2025_26/bills/download/?apn=b2025_26/year2/ready_for_publication/hb_2357/hb2357_enrolled.pdf
https://ksrevisor.gov/statutes/chapters/ch58/058_025_0040.html
https://ksrevisor.gov/statutes/chapters/ch58/058_025_0073.html
https://www.kslegislature.gov/b2025_26/bills/download/?apn=b2025_26/year2/ready_for_publication/hb_2357/hb2357_enrolled.pdf


A defendant may petition for expungement only 

if at least 3 years have passed since the 

judgment was entered.

The defendant must show that all monetary 

judgments arising from the tenancy have been 

satisfied or paid or the landlord has agreed to 

the expungement.

No new eviction judgments can have occurred 

against the defendant during the mandatory 

three-year waiting period.

Filing must be done under the original docket 

number and is mandated to be at no cost to the 

defendant*.

Section 1: Criteria for Relief

The 3-Year Rule Satisfied Debt or Agreement

No Repeat Judgments Electronic Filing
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Section Provision Description Advocacy Note

Sec. 1(a)(2) Plaintiff (Landlord) has 30 days to file an objection after service of process. Monitoring this window is critical for legal aid strategy.

Sec. 1(a)(2) If no objection is filed, satisfaction of monetary judgment is presumed. Reduces the burden of proof for the tenant significantly.

Sec. 1(a)(7) Expungement does not extinguish underlying monetary obligations. The debt technically exists, but the public record is sealed.

Section 1: Objections & Effect
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A new procedural requirement for Kansas courts: 

Judges must now consider mediation in every 

eviction action governed by the Landlord/Tenant 

Act.

● Continuance: Courts shall continue the case 

for up to 14 days to allow for mediation.

● Proactive Outreach: Encourages 

settlements before a permanent judgment 

is ever entered.

● Exceptions: Cases where mediation is 

unhelpful or “impracticable.”

Sections 2 & 3: 
Mediation Mandate
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The entry point for relief. This electronic filing 

identifies the parties and the case history.

Relevant Parts:

● Header: Matches the original case number and 

court.

● Averment: Statement that 3 years have passed 

without another eviction.

● Proof of Payment: Statement or attachment 

showing debt satisfaction.

Form 1: Motion for Expungement
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Must comply with K.S.A. 60-303, "Return Receipt 

Delivery" to the last known address of the 

landlord/plaintiff. Typically certified mail.

The "Green Card" or electronic signature tracking 

from USPS must be attached to the Return and 

filed with the court.

The 30-day objection clock starts precisely on 

the date indicated on the Return of Service.

Signed by the petitioner (or attorney) verifying 

that a copy was sent to the plaintiff.

Form 2: Return of Service

Service Method The Receipt

Deadline Trigger Certificate of Service
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https://ksrevisor.gov/statutes/chapters/ch60/060_003_0003.html


When the landlord is a business entity (E.g., corp, LLC, 

etc.) that cannot be found, K.S.A. 60-304(f) provides 

a fallback.

Essential for cases involving defunct or dissolved 

corporate landlords.

● Applicability: Use if the entity fails to maintain 

an active resident agent.

● The Process: Deliver original + 2 copies of the 

motion to the SOS with a $40 fee.

● Effect: The SOS acts as the agent of last resort 

and forwards the notice to the entity's principal 

office.

Service on Secretary of State
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The landlord's primary tool to block the 

expungement. If filed, it triggers a mandatory 

hearing.

Key Objections Observed:

● Unsatisfied Debt: Claiming the tenant still owes 

rent or damages.

● Recent Eviction: Proving the tenant has a 

subsequent judgment within 3 years.

● Procedural Error: Challenging the service of 

process.

Form 3: Plaintiff's Objection
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The final document signed by the Judge. Once entered, the court record is sealed from public view.

Court Findings Judge's Signature

Form 4: Order of Expungement

Sealing MandateCourt Grants or Denies
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Answer: Yes. Any eviction, even one decades old, 

is eligible as long as the criteria are met.

Answer: We must serve the deceased person’s 

estate or the Kansas Secretary of State if the 

landlord was a corporate entity.

Answer: Once expunged, the public record is 

removed, which should stop the eviction from 

appearing on tenant screening reports.

Answer: Sub for HB 2357 strictly applies to 

Residential Landlord/Tenant agreements. 

Commercial agreements are excluded.

Q&A: KHAN Coalition Insights

"Can old evictions be expunged?"
"What if the landlord has died/dissolved?"

"Does this affect credit scores?" "Commercial Evictions?"
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https://www.kslegislature.gov/b2025_26/bills/download/?apn=b2025_26/year2/ready_for_publication/hb_2357/hb2357_enrolled.pdf


How the KHAN Coalition can leverage this new law 

during summer outreach:

● Clinics: Hosting expungement clinics and 

covering service costs.

● Education: Explaining* the law, forms, service, 

court process, and what to do after an 

expungement is granted.

*But be sure not to give legal advice.

Advocacy & Summer Outreach

● Follow-Up: Make sure that the eviction is 

removed from tenant screening reports.
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Closing & Questions
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